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Paragraph passed.
Paragraph 40-Section 422 (amiend-

ment)
MR. H. BROWN: Another amend-

ment (in his name) to the previous pro-
posal had beeni overlooked.

Tan OHAIRMK.N: It was impossible
to go back. The hen. member would
have a farther opportunity of dealing
with the proposal on recommittal. A
new clause could be moved later on.

Mut. RASON: It was the duty of the
Government to keep a, quorum in the
House. If someone had called attention
to the state of the House during the
evening, the Government would not have
had a quorum present. Members who
accused the Opposition of obstruction
should bear this in mind.

Praiagraph agreed to.
Paragra~ph 41 -- Eighth Schedule

(amendment to strike out):
On motion by the Premier, progress

reported and leave given to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 9 minutes

past 10 o'clock, until the next afternoon,

Tkure Jay, 13thL October, 1904.
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Tan PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRtAYEIS.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the MINIsTER FOR LAwns: Betux

under Section 60 of the Life Assurax
Companies Act 1889.

PAPERS ORDERED.
ALBANY-DENMA.RK RAILWAY, PURCHA:

How. W. MALEY (South-Eti
moved:

That there be laid on the table all papers
connection with negotiations made betwE
the Government and Millar Brothers fur i
puirchase of the Albsany-flenmark Railway,
The object in moving was, that a. pub:
meeting 'was arranged to be held
Albany, and it was desirable that me
bore for the province and district shoi
be in possession of all information whi
the minister was in a position to Ph
before them. Not wishing to cai
inconvenience, it might be sufficient ifI
papers were made available to inemb
for inspection.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (H
J. M. Drew): The Government had
objection to lay the papers on the tat
except that the papers were in the F.
wier's office and were being considered
connection with certain negotiations.
it would be inconvenient to lay the pap
on the table of the House to reun
here for a period, he moved an amer
went that " the Premier be requested
submit to the inspection of any mcmld
the papers" relating to the subject.

Amendment passed, and the motion
amended agreed to.

BILL, THIRD READING.
Friendly Societies Act Amendment re

a, third time, and returned to the Leg
lative Council with two amndments.

NOXIOUS WEEDS BILL.

IN COUMiTEE.

Resumed from tbh' previous day.
Clause 8--Penalty for neglect to oh

alter notice:
Amendment had been moved at t

last sitting to enable just-ices to exte
the time allowed for clearing land,
being satisfied that reasonable effort h
been and was being used.

HoN. G. RANDELL asked leave
withdraw his amendment, and to mc
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in lieu that the following be added at the
end of Subelause 2:

Provided also that if the land is cleared
within the time fixed by the justices, no
penalty shall be inflicted.

Amemnent withdrawn; new amend-
ment moved and passed.

Clause as amended agreed to.
Clauses 9 to 12- agreed to.
Clause 13-Local authority to clear

land under its control:
HON'. J. W. LANGSFORD: Local

authorities alone were to be compelled to
do this work. By Clause 7 the inspector
might issue a notice; and with regard to

private owners, everything depended on
whether he issued such notice. If not,
the private owner need not exterminate
weeds. Nor was there an 'y compulsion
on the Governmnentto clear their land.
If in case of the Government the
Bill was per-missive and optional, it
should be optional with local authori-
ties.

THE MTNISTIER FOR LANDS:
Clause 12 of last year's Bill provided
that owners should not only clear their
land, but should clear one-half of any
road on which their land abutted, The
House strongly objected to this, and
urged unanimously that the clearing of
roads should be a charge on the local
authority ; and out of respect to that
opinion this clause was inserted. It was
a proper clause, because the discretion.
rested with the Minister. He need not
instruct the municipality or roads board
to clear certain streets or roads of weeds,
unless he felt compelled to do so by a
sense of duty.

flow. 0. RANDELL: If the local
body must exterminate weeds, without
notice from the inspector, a difference
was made between such body and a
private owner,- who need not move till he
received notic-e. Apparently the local
body must find out and exterminate
weeds on their lands. It was but fair that
local bodies should be notified by the
inspector, and notified similarly to private
owners; though it was quite right that
these bodies should be made to do their
duty, for they wore great sinners in this
respect.

THE MINISTER:- Anu amendment of the
kind suggested would be accepted.

HoN. G. RANDELL moved an amend-
melit:.

That the words "1on notice from the in-
spector " be inserted after " shallt" in line 1.

How. J. W. HACKETT opposed the
amendment. If it were carried, much of
the Bill must be recast, Why should
the clause be altered ? It was the duty
of municipalities to keep their roads,
streets, and reserves free from noxious
weeds. They should not need notice from
the department. For the inspector to
patrol every road, street, or reserve would
be impossible; and his notice would have
to indicaite what portions of the munici-
pality were overrun with weeds. The
clause would be a dead letter. In the
past, municipal councils and the Govern-
ment had been the principal offenders.

How. R. LAURIE: Apparently the
clause was an instruction as to hew the
clearing should be paid for. It provided
that the expense must be defrayed out of
general revenue.

HoN. J. A. THOMSON agreed that the
local body should be notified by tho in-
spector. Dr. Hackett's contention was
right as to municipalities; but miany
roads hoards with large districts were
unable to employ inspectors.

.ioN'. J. W. HACKETT: Thien the hon.
member ought to move to withdraw the
Bill. If roads boards were to be allowed
to let weeds flourish unchecked on roads,
simply because roads board districts were
large, the Bill would be a dead letter.
Last year, lie (Dr. Hackett) protested
that the object of the previous- Bill
seemed to be to burden the small occu-
pier of land, and let the big offender go
free because the latter happened to he a6
governmental or semi -govern mental body.
Tf roads -boards were to be excluded, he
would, with all respect to the Minister,
move the Chairman out of the Chair.

HoN. Ml. L. MOSS:- As to paying out
of roads board revenues for clearing, the
Bill was very defective. The clause
provided that the local authority should
provide the funds out of general revenue.
According to the rule of construction,
this could nmesan only "out of revenue
raised for the purpose." Hence, unless
provision were made for striking a
special rate, and provision that if the
local body id not strike a rate the
Minister might strike and collect it, the
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Bill would be practically useless. The
Minister could not compel the local body
to act unless the local. body, having funds
for the. purpose, failed to use those f unds.
The clause would probably be useless.

SIn E. H. WITTENOOM: This
appeared to be an important matter.
The roads were about a chain wide,
occasionally two chains, therefore it was
not a large area of land to clear, and the
length would not be great because
noxious weeds only grew near cultivated
lands. Those people whose cultivated
land was contiguous to the roads and'
who were trying to clear their land of
noxious weeds would report the appear-
ance of noxious weeds on the roads to the
local bodies, who would be bound to clear
them. When notice had been given that
noxious weeds existed on certain roads
the local bodies would have to clear the
roads of these weeds as far as they could
and p-ay for the work out of the general
revenue, and if the revenue became
exhausted then the local authority could
not do more. The clause might well be
left as it stood. Unless it was absolutely
necessary, we should net interfere with
the clauses because they might bear on
others preceding them. The provision
seemned to meet the case, the only draw-
back being that the amount of revenue
would not allow the local bodies to do as
much as they would like.

Tus MINISTER: The clause was
inserted in order to meet the wishes of
mombhers, and after the discussion he
thought it had better be allowed to
remain.

Hfoe. G. RAND ELL H faving elicited
valuable information he was not sorry he
had raiised the point. If local bodies
found noxiousi weeds growing on land
they would have to strike a special rate
in order to clear the land. If the inter-
pretation put upon the clause by Captain
Laurie was correct, then the amendment.
was not necessary. Dr. Hackett had
entirely gone astray. He.asked leave to
withdraw thui amendment.

Amend meat by leave withdrawn, and
the clause agreed to.

Clause 14-Clearing of Crown lands:
HON. W. KINGSMILL: A great deal

of the value of the Bill would be lost if it
were made optional for the Government
to clear Crown lands. It was too much
to expect the Government to clear 'all

Crown- lands, but they should clear the
more dangerous Crown lands, those ad-
jacent to cultivated paddocks. He
moved-

That the words " unoccupied Crown land.
adjacent to any freehold or leasehold land " be
struck out, and that the words " Government
railway reserves, stook routes, or camping
grounds " be inserted in l ieu.

It would be necessary to have a farther
amendment in the last line, striking out
"may " and inserting " shall " in lieu.

Herr. Xf. L. MOSS: That would neces-
sitate the expenditure of money. Was
such an amendment in orderP

Lion. W. KINOSMILL: it was nc
more out of order than Clause 22, which
provided that all expenditure incurred in
the administration of the Act should be
p aid out of moneys appropriated by Par-
liament.

Hon. W. MALhEY: It was to be hoped
the words would not be struck out
There were a large number of reserves
within surveyed agricultural areas which
were A. great nuisance. Small owners let
their stock out to worry neighbours
The reserves would p rove a greates
nuisance if they were allowed to become
the nurser beds for noxious -weeds
There would be no finality in dealing
with noxious weeds until the Govern-
ment cleated all reserves in the
vicinity of selected land. Farmers had
quite enough to contend with in eradi.
eating weeds from their lands, with-
out going on the reserves in the
vicinity, which they bad no right to do,
The question of clearing roads of noxiouE
weeds had properly been fixed on local
bodies, and if these local authorities did
clear the roads it was only right thez
Government should clear reserves; at
least those adjacent to freehold and lease.
hold land.

Herr. J. W. HACKETT: The crux ol
the 13111 bad been reaoched.' This was the
point at which the Bill broke down last
sess~ion; and the point at which the Bll
had broken down in f he country, as it
was found to be of no value whatever.
It served to penalise those who were
anxious to get their laud clear, the small
farmers, while -the large farmers were
allowed to go free. When this; matter
was brought before the Cow itnittee last
session, Mr. Kingsmill, on behalf of the
Government, agreed to an amendnient of

[COUNCIL.] in Committee.
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a import ant character, and the proposal
f the Government to-day, combined with
he proposal of Mr. Kingsnaill. had not
wLried the Committee any wa~y so far as
ie proposal in the previous Bill went
hen the measure was dropped. He was
atirely in favour of keeping the clause
3it stood, and dealing with reserves,

tilway lands, camping grounds and other
laces of that character by a, new clause.
;was exceedingly desirable that unoc-
ipied Crown landsa adjoining freehold
ad leasehold laud should be subject to
10 Bill; but it would be noticed that all
ie clause purported to do was to make

permissive for the Minister to clear
rown lauds. It was left to his dis-
etion whether he should act on the
port of the municipal council or the
lads board or advisory board of the
epartwent of Agriculture. The clause
iould be allowed to remain, and the
ore important question of the reserves,
ock routes, and railway lands should be
'alt with differently from the position
staining last year. The amendment now
dfore the Committee spoke only of
overument railway reserves, stock routes
id camping grounds. That was not
.B idea at all a6 accepted last year.
o did not see the object of pick-
g out a few reserves and saying
ey must be kept clean, whilst Dot a
tarter of at mile away from them there
ight be a dozen other res-erves infested
Ili these noxious weeds. In this clause
e word "mray " appeared, whereas in
e clause last year the duty was made
mpnlsory.
HoNq. W. KINGSMILL : The general
.ect of the proposition last year was the
me as that of the amendment he now
oposed. He had stated that bie pro-
'sed to strike out the word " way " in
e latter part of the clause, with the
'jeet of .inserting "shall." As to the
sponsibility imposed by the clause upon
e Minister for Lands in the one case
.d the Commissioner of Railways in the
her, he was of opinion that the whole
this expense should be borne by the

Lads Department. It was purely a
Atter put forward in the interests of
e agriculturists.
HiON. J. W. HACKETT: Would the
nids ]Department accept the responsi-
lity of keeping the railway reserves
larP

THE MINIsTnR: Certainly not.
HoN. W. RINGSMILL: There was

always a tendency to shift responsibility
'from one depaLrtment to another. The
State paid in the end, The Railway
Department was different from any other
State department, being thle only one
conducted on strictly and purely com-
mercial lines;- or it should be. For the
laset two or three years the railways of
this State had been conducted on more
commercial lines than ever before. As
to the selection of Government rail-
way reserves, stock routes, and camping
grounds agreed to by him last year, those
three classes of reserves constituted a
great source of danger to the agritul-
tunasts. He was willing to accept any
amendment. that would have the same
effect as his own, and which did not go
very much farther, because he thought
that this was about as far as tbe Govern-
ment should go.

TWx MI[NISTER: The amendment
would, if adopted, entail the expenditure
of something like £20,000 a year, because
all railway reserves, all camping grounds,
and all stock routes within a noxious
weeds district would have to be cleared
by the Government. The Government
would have no discretion whatever. At
present he thought we had £3,000 on
the Estimates, and the Government in-
tended to expend that amount with a great
deal of discretion. What was the use of
expend in g money wherethere were no free-
hold lands or conditional purchase lands ?
He would be prepared to accept the dlirec-
tions of Parliament.

Sin E. U. WITTENOOM: The efforts
of the Government should be limited to
within one mnile of cultivated laud, and
be would move an amendment to that
effect, It would be absurd to expect a6
man to clear his land of weeds, if the
same -weeds were flourishing on the other
side of his fence,

RON. W. KI±NGSMILL was willing to
withdraw his amendment in favour of one
by Sir E. H. Wittenoom.

How. C. SOMMERS:- The 'Minister
was needlessly alarmed as to the amount
of money likely to be required on the
railway lines. These lines were controlled
by gangers an'd line repairers, and the
weeds could be eradicated with very little
extra work. One of the main items was
the eradication of weeds on small school
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reserves; but the amount at the disposal
of the department would be adequate.

How. J. W. HACKETT:- It would
not be more costly for the Commissioner
of Railways to clear reservesi than for the
Ministe~r for Lauds, since the Commis-
sioner of Railways had fotlers' gangs
constantly employed along the railway
lines.

Hlow. W, MALEY: The method
adopted by the Railway Department in
preventing the spread of fires was very
expensive, and one which no farmer with
experience would adapt. The weeds were
cleared by hand labour, but if a plough
were employed, it would be very easy to
make adequate fire breaks in a fourth or
fifth of the time now occupied. At pre-
sent the railway reserves were a mass of
noxious weeds, from wild oats to stink-
wort.

Ho*. G. RANDELL:- Were wild oats
a noxious weed?

How. W. MALEY- Yes ; to. the
wheat-grower.

Howr. W. KINGSMTILL:- The analogy
drawn between fire spreading from
railway reserves and the spread of'
noxious weeds must fall. to the ground.
It would. be correct if noxious weeds
went up through the smoke-stack of
an engine; hut they camne on to the
railway reserves from adjoining land. It
should not be a charge on the Railway
Department to clear the reserves, unless
special funds were provided by the Bill.
He was quite willing to accept the
amendment moved by Sir E. R. Wit-
tenoomn.

Amendment (Mr. Kingixaill's) with-
drawn.

Sxzc E. H. WITTENOOM moved an
amnendment:

That the words "unoccupied Crown land
adjacent to any freehold or leasehold land" be
struck out and tbe following inserted in
lieu :-" Government railway reserve, stock
route, or camping round, or unoccupied
Crown lands within one mile of cultivated
land."

How. W. KIl'GSMTLL - It would he
a mistake to leave the clause as it stood
last year, as it would have no significance.
We desired to impose a duty on the
Government to clear certain grounds
which might be dangerous to other
persons, and this duty was imposed by
the amnendment.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: The w(
"the Commissioner of Raiways" shc

he inserted in the clause. We* would
more efficient work done by the Rail'

IDepartment. The Lands Departn
could not carry out all the work bect
of th e grat cost, and if the Commi ssh(
of Railways was exempt, a considen
amount of clearin won d necessarily
be performed.

Tax MINISTER:. The Comm issi(
of Railways should bear the expens
clearing railway reserves; but as
(Commnissioner was the occupier of
railway lands he would come nder
clause. In any event the Lands Dep
went should not be compelled to bear

Iexpense of clearing railway reserves.
How. W. MALEY: Noxious wi

were brought on railway reserves thro
straw in which goods were packed,

Iby the cattle and horses which, in
ordinary course of traffic, went upon
railway reserves.

Amendment put and passed.
flow. J. W. HACKETT moved

amendment:
That the words "MiNister may clear

Crown land" be struck out and the to]loi,
inserted in lien:-" And all such resc
shall from time to time be cleared by
Minister for Lands ad the Commissioni
Railways respectively."

Amendment passed, and the claiis
amended agreed to.

Clause 15 -agreed to.
Clause 16-If owner absent, al

liable:
Hobq. G. RARDELL moved anu am(

That the words "1or fixed as' proride(
Section 15, paragraph (J), be inserted
" owner," in line 4.

This would provide that a notice wc
*be properly served if the owner or
agent could not be reached. The
this method of serving notice was
vided. in a previous clause, there was
harm in repeating the provision.

in E MINISTER:. The pro v ision ti
inteprevious clause was sufficient.

HON. G. RANDELL: There n'ighl
no owner or agent to be found.

How. M. L. MOSS: This clause
an additional precaution lor the benefi
the owner of the land.

Amend meat negatived, and the ck
passed.

in committee.[COUNCIL.]
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Clauses 17 to 23-agreed to.
Schedule-agreed to.
New clause-inspector must produce

authority:,
How. G. RANDELL moved that the

following be added-
Every inspector shall be furnished in

writing wider the hand of the Minister with
a certificate of his appointment, and upon his
entering on any premises for the purposes of
this Act he shall, if required, produce such
certificate to the owner or occupier.
This was a reasonable provision, similar
to one which he found in the Inspection
of Machinery Bill.

Question passed, and the clause added
to the Bill.

Preamble, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments, and

the report adopted.

INSPECTION OF M1ACHINERY BILL.
SECOND READING (MOVED).

Tan MINISTER FOR LANDS, in
moving the second reading, said: I
would point out thbat the measure is
a consolidating one, and is very essential
in the interests of life and property.
Since a. Bill of this iund was thrown
out by the Council last session, the
measure has been recast and modified
to an extent which I hope will make it
more aceptable to this Chamber. The
Bill provides for the inspection and regu-
lation of boilers and machinery erected in
the proclaimed districts, also on board of
any steamboat, barge, or vessel not
exempted from the operation of this
measure ;but does not include any
boiler or engine used on the Govern-
ment railways under the control of the
Commissioner of Railways, nor on any
ocean-going steamship or steamer en1-
gaged in making coastal voyages within
the meaning of the Colonial Pas-
sengers Ordinance. The Bill consists
of twelve parts, as follow :-Interpreta-
tion. etc., administration, machinery sub-
ject to Act, fencing of machinery, defective
machinery, provisions affecting boilers,
fees for inspection, certificates of inspec-
tion, duties and liabilities of owners of
boilers and machinery, inquiries as to
accidents, examination and certifieatvs
of engine-drivers, miscellaneous. It will
therefore be seen that this -is a measure
Specially conceived for the protection of
life and property. Its provisions are

largely based on the -New Zalan d Inspec-
tion of Machinery Act 1902, w h
superseded the old Act and the amend-
menits thereof w hich had been in operation
in that colony since 1882. The Bill is
also partly baed on a similar Act which
has been in force in Tasmania, since 1889.
Sofie provisions of the present Steam
Boilers Act are included in the measure,
and anything that has been done "under
that Act remains unaffected by this Bill.
The fees to be charged for boiler inspec-
tion are practically the same as those
charged under the existing Steam Boilers
Act ; and it is anticipated that the revenue
derived from the operation of this mea-
sure will make it self-supporting so far
as its administration is conc erned. For
the inspection of machinery driven by
oil, gas, water, or electricity a small fee
will be charged, and the inspection
will take place only once a year. For
machinery driven by Steam no fee 'will
be charged, but simply a fee for inspec-
tion of the boiler, and not for the
machinery driven by the boiler, it is
intended that the inspectors who will be
appointed after the Bill passes shall be
highly qualified mechanical engineers of
undoubted experience, capable of carrying
out the provisions of the Bill, aind also of
dealing both with machinery and boilers,
in additio n -to su per vising engine-drivers'
examinations, both stationary and mar-ine
throughout the State. There will be a
board of three persons, namel y, a chief
inspector of machinery and boilers, who
will be chairman, and two other qualified
persons having a large engineering ex-
perience. These persons must also be
conversant with the working parts of the
machinery with which tlieyhavc to deal.
Under this system it is thlought wre shall
be able to obtain both efficiency and
economy. -Existing examination boards
are to be abolished, and it is proposed
that the granting of engine-drivers' cer-
tificates under the Mines Regulation Act
and amendments, also under the Coal
Mines Regulation Act of 1902, shall be
made by one board of examiners;- and
so far as engine-drivers' examinations are
concerned there will be the abolition of
no less than 18 boards, thus effecting a
considerable saving. Under the Bill it
will bo compulsory for all engine-drivers
in factories as well as on mnines to be
holders of a, certificate of service ats well

Inspection of Machinery
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as of competency; but it is not necessary
in the case of a boiler attendant to hare a.
certificate. Section 69 has been included,

givng owr 'to the chief inspector to
comppel,twherea necessary, a certificated
boiler atendant to be placed in charge of
a boiler or boilers where this is warranted.
Provision is made to compel the o~uer
of any boiler under the charge of a cer-
tificated engine-driver to employ a boiler
attendant if the chief inspector is satisfied
that the engine-driver cannot properly
attend to both boiler and engine. Where
loss of life or serious bodily injury has
resulted from a boiler or machinery
accident, the owner is at once required to
report the same to the inspector of
machinery for the district, who shall
immediately cause inquiries to be made
into the cause. This provision is
considered necessary; and I think it
desirable that accidents should be investi-
gated by practical mechanical engineers.
Another important object is the thorough
inspection of winding engines. Only
recently a serious accident happened at
the -Great Boulder mine through the
non-inspection of ouch a machine. A
similar measure introduced here last year
met with considerable opposition; and
so far as I recollect, the principal ground
for the opposition was that the measure
would unduly harass the farmer. But
the Government have given this matter
careful consideration, and have inserted
a clause rendering it unnecessary for
farmers who do not work their engines
more than six months in the year to have
certificated engine-drivers in charge of
those machines. In justice to myself. as
I have many duties to perform and my
time is fully occupied, I would ask
members to give notice of any amend-
ments they may wish to propose in this
Bill, in order that I may he able to
submit them to my expert advisers. I
move that the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hox. G. RANDELL,
debate adjourned.

MINES REGULATION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

1SECO 4D READING.

Tas MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
J. M. Drew): In moving the second
reading of this Bill, I would urge hon.

members to give the measure serious
consideration, as its primary object is
the protection of human life. Clause 2
provides that where an inspector finds
any mine or any' part thereof, or any
machine, to be so defective or dangerous
as in his opinion to threaten or endanger
or lead to the bodily injury of any
person, the inspector may in writing
demand that the defect shall be rem edied.
Such a provision will nt, I think, meet
with captious criticismn from mimbers.
I think its necessity will be admitted, But
it is farther provided that on receipt of any
requisition, the mine mnanager shall forth-
with com ply w ith such req uisition.; or-if he
objects, he can have recourse to arbitra-
tion. Meanwhile, however, he mnust with-
drawall his men from the dangers indicated
by the inspector. At the same time, it
rests with the Minister charged with tile
administration of the Act to allow the
work to procced uinder such stipulations
as he may makn'. If the mine manager
refuses to comply with the requi sition, he
can have the matter determined by
arbitration; and should he fail to comply
withi the requisition or with the award
made on arbitration, he commits an
offence, aind is subject to certain
penalties. The court, however, is per-
mitted, in the event of proceedings being
taken against the owner, to adjourn the
proceedings; and if the owner takes
steps within a reasonable timne to carry
out the wishes oE the inspector, no
penalty shall be insisted on. In the
event of arbitration, the arbitrators may
determine which party sh all pay the costs.
Clause 3 provides for a ti-monthly pay-
ment of wages if the Governor so
directs. I think this provision very
necessary, both in the interests of
workers !tnd of business people. In
rmnny cases workmen are employed by
companies whose solvency is extremely
doubtful; and on the other hand there
are sometimes dishonest workmen who
get into debt with sto~rekeepers and
restaurant keepers, and at the end
of the month go away without paLying.
I am sure that if this clause is passed
it will be a great safeguard both to
workers and business people. In my
own constituency I have been approached
by the business people of the Murchison
Goldfield, one and all of whom ask that
anine such provision be maode law. I

[COUNCIL.] Second reading.
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have much pleasure in moving the second
reading.

Hoiq. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan):-
Though I cannot claim to have any pro-
found knowledge of this subject, I have
had some experience of machinery, and
therefore think I maY congratulate the
Government on their bringing in one of
the fairest Bills, both to employers and to
employees, that has ever been introduced
to Parliament. I do not know -who -were
its authors, but I think it a good and
so-and measure, which in every case recog-
nises not only the responsibilities but the
rights of employers. I was pleased to
see a clause which I utilised when dealing
with the Noxious Weeds Bill. We have
had previous legislation which heavily
penalised employers of labour; and I am
glad to give my strongest support to this
Bill, although I think Clause S is foreign
to its object, and should have found a,
place in another measure. Still, I think
no one objects to the principle of bi-
monthly payments, although mine owners,
perhaps, will not particularly appreciate
the innovation. I understand also that
some of the workers are not very anxious
for it, as the monthly payments, for
certain reasons, sometimes operate to
their advantage. It is understood, how-
ever, that hi-monthly pays possibly may
prevent loafing and maligering, and
spending the whole of the money at the
end of the month. My own opinion is
that the worker should be paid every
week, not later than Friday. I believe
that method is best for employer and em-
ployee alike. I refer to the ordinary
worker. Civil servants, of course, expect
to be p aidtonce a month, though many
would I ke to he paid oftener; but that I
think bardly necessary. In paying twice
a month, owners of large mines will pro-
bably have to secure additional clerical
assistance. I am not sure of this, but have
been led.to believe it. I do not quite under-
stand one expression in Subelause 1 of
Clause 2-" by requisition in writing
addressed in general terms to the Mining
manager." Subsequently the defects and
dangers to which the requisition refers are
specified; and I do not think there is
any need for those words. The general
and the spcific do not seem to agree well
together. I have pleasure in supporting
the second reading of the Bill, and con-
gratulate the Minister on its introduction,

because I believe it is a good, Bound. Bill
in all its parts.

On motion by Hov. W. KrN90sMILL,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
THE MINISTER FOR LANDS

moved:
That the House at its rising do adjourn till

Thursday, the 20th October, at 7-30 p.m.
IThe Royal Agricultural Show would be
Iopen on Tuesday and Wednesday next.

DRi. HACKETT: Thursday next would
Ibe the most important show day.

Tim MINISTER: It was necessary to
meet onl Thursday, as some messages
from another place were expected. Dluring
the followingweek he must visit Geritldton
to attend the mammoth show, and hoped
members could conveniently adjourn over
that week.

Question put and passed.
I The House accordingly adjourned at
14 milntes past 6 o'clock-, until the next
Thursday at 7-SO.

legiz Iat ibe c 'As cnmtp,
Tk-wraday, 13th October, 1904.
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